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The painting “Followers of God”,  found in the 
entrance to the offi ces of the Pontifi cal Council 
for Interreligious Dialogue, shows the “dream” 
of Pope Paul VI in establishing the Council in 
1963.  Painted in 1978 by Dolores Puthod, it has 
become representative of the work of the Council 
and the mission of interreligious dialogue in the 
paths of history. 

“In our time, when day by day mankind is be-
ing drawn closer together, and the ties between 
different peoples are becoming stronger, the 
Church examines more closely her relation-
ship to non-Christian religions.” Nostra Aetate, 
Declaration of the II Vatican Council, 1965, § 1



The PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE offers 
study grants to qualifying persons who have a proven experience working in the area of 
Interreligious Dialogue. Our focus is on helping eligible non-Christian students to deepen 
their knowledge of Christianity through study at one of the Pontifical Universities in 
Rome. By studying in Rome at the center of the Catholic Church, it is the hope that these 
persons can return to their country of origin with an enriched awareness of Christianity 
so as to be better prepared to participate in the on-going dialogue there among believers.

The STUDY GRANTS are awarded to persons who have completed their university 
studies and have received their diploma. The individual must be recommended 
by either the Pontifical Representative in their home country, by a member of the 
Pontifical Council or another authority of the Catholic Church.  The grant covers 
one semester of study (either fall or winter) and includes registration fees, tuition for 
the designated courses plus room and board.  Travelling expenses are not included.  
As part of the acceptance process, the applicant should demonstrate facility in the 
language of his/her proposed study.

The Nostra Aetate Foundation was established 
in 1990 under the auspices of the Pontifical 
Council for Interreligious Dialogue as a means 
of promoting and supporting dialogue between 
Catholics and believers of other religions 
in different countries around the world.  It is 
based on the teachings of the Catholic Church 
as found in the Declaration of the Vatican 
Council II, Nostra Aetate, on relations with 
non-Christians (28 October 1965).

“The dialogue that we need cannot but be open 
and respectful, and thus prove fruitful. Mutual 
respect is the condition and, at the same time, the 
aim of interreligious dialogue: respecting oth-
ers’ right to life, to physical integrity, to funda-
mental freedoms, namely freedom of conscience, 
of thought, of expression and of religion” 

Pope Francis, 28 October 2015
Interreligious Meeting 

for 50th Anniversary of Nostra aetate

APPLICATIONS for Nostra Aetate Study Grants, should include the following: a proper 
recommendation, a copy of the person’s university degree, his/her plan of study, and a copy of his/her 
passport. All these should then be sent to:

The President
Nostra Aetate Foundation
Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue 
00120 VATICAN CITY
Email: nafoundation@interrel.va
FAX: +39 06.6988.4494
Tel:    +39 06.6988.4321

Applications are reviewed by the 
Board of Governors twice a year. 

“It is important to emphasize the need for 
formation for those who promote interreligious 
dialogue. If it is to be authentic, this dialogue 
must be a journey of faith. How necessary it is 
for its promoters to be well formed in their own 
beliefs and well informed about those of others” 

Pope Benedict XVI, 7 June 2008, Address to the 10th Plenary 
Assembly of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious DialogueTwo Muslim and a Buddhist alumni received 

the certificates from the Foundation.

Presentation of the certificate by the President of 
the Foundation to a Muslim student
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